Education is the touchstone of survival, the cutting edge of new knowledge and the guardian of the great human tradition. It is the maker of a prosperous society. In confronting many challenges that the future holds in store, mankind sees in education and indispensable asset in its attempt to attain the ideals of peace, freedom and social justice. Education is not a miracle cure or a magical formula opening the door to a world in which all ideals will be attained, but it is one of the principal means available to foster a deeper and a more harmonious form of human development and thereby to reduce poverty, exclusion, ignorance, oppression and war.
New Moves in Non-formal Education
Education has a very important role to play in the present set up of world. Investment in the education of its youth is considered as most vital by all modern nations. Such an investment understands/acquires top priority in developing countries. Along with the knowledge explosion that is found in developed countries, we see another factor, namely population explosion, particularly in developing countries that is trying to change the pattern of life. Most countries in the world are faced in same form or another, with these problems and what is needed today is an "Education Explosion".
We cannot deny the fact that there has been an explosion of knowledge in the world. Along with that there h a v e b e e n u n p r e c e d e n t e d c h a n g e s i n t h e communication technologies. Students need to know how to learn independently to deal with this explosion of knowledge. To meet these challenges, virtual learning has emerged which paves way for convenient learning.
Formal education is completely systematized, well structured and arranged age wise, i.e., it starts from primary and goes up to university level education. And also, formal education is controlled by rules, time, place and syllabus.
Non-formal education is started for those who are unable to get formal education, who are incomplete in their school studies, those who are living in places where there are no schools and colleges. This non-formal education is considered as a way to find out the solutions for their problems like uncomfortable working hours of schools and colleges, their location, distance, etc.
In our national perception, education is essential for all. This is fundamental to our all round development, material and spiritual. The National Policy of 1986 laid stress on the need, Teaching in both the traditional and virtual classroom is learner-centered. But there are some key differences between the traditional and virtual classroom. These differences concern place and time, size, content delivery and communication modes.
The traditional classroom is a physical room that must be visited at an appropriate time in order to be participated in, while a virtual classroom is not physically accessed.
Some virtual classrooms may suggest an optimum number of students; they can generally accommodate a larger student than the real classrooms.
The structure of the content in both classrooms is relatively similar, but the means by which content is transferred from the teacher to student differs greatly. In virtual classroom, content is delivered using discussion board, chat rooms, 
Virtual Classroom and Learning Styles
Within the virtual classroom two main styles of learning are evident; these are collaborative learning and active or independent learning. Both styles add to the student's education, but collaborative learning is said to be more prominent and better suited to the nature of a virtual classroom.
Collaborative Learning
Collaborative learning as an environment in which both the teachers and learners are active participants in the learning process; knowledge is not something that is delivered to students but rather something that emerges from active dialogue among those who seek to understand and apply concepts and techniques. The virtual classroom demands this kind of learning in order to o v e r c o m e t h e a b s e n c e o f f a c e -t o f a c e communication. In such an environment, students and teachers work together to make learning rich and more beneficial.
Independent Learning
Independent learning differs from collaborative learning in that the student does not interact with the other students. In such environments the interaction takes place exclusively between the teacher and the student and learning, is completely self directed.
Features of Virtual Classroom
The key technologies and features found in the virtual classroom can be grouped into three primary areas. They are as follows:
? Communication/Participation 
